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Overview 

1.  Contextual influences: Borders and Global movement 
 
2.  Shifts in our understanding of languages and literacies 
 

3.  Literacies that travel, integrate and sustain 
 
‘Both geographic and intellectual borders can be a source 
of tremendous pain. Borders draw lines between people, 
both between and within us, limiting all of us from 
achieving our full humanity’ (Anzaldua, 2016) 
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Hostile  
Environment 
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Shifts in our understanding 

Language(s): 
¨        Bilingualism    –    multilingualism (Multilingual Turn) 
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Shifts in our understanding 

Languages: 
Cognitive  –  social –  sociocultural (Sociocultural Turn)Turn) 
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Shifts in our understanding: Sociocultural Turn 

Literacy/Literacies: 
¨  cognitive processes                        social practices 
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A Different Emphasis 

¨  A ‘Trans’ turn (Leung, 2019):  Transnational, Translingual, 
translocal, transcultural, Translanguaging, etc. 

 
¨  ‘Trans’ puts the emphasis on movement – forcing us to consider 

what happens in the crossing (Orellana, 2017). 
 
¨  Does not discount the local, which is superdiverse and 

cosmopolitan (Vertovec, 2007; Blommaert and Rampton,2011). 
 
¨  How does this impact on our understanding of literacies?  

Children and young people are crossing social, cultural, 
linguistic and pedagogical borders to gain access to learning. 
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Positioning of Languages 

Interviewer: Would you like to continue to be able to 
read in Nepalese, or do you feel it doesn’t really 
matter now? 
  
Student: It doesn’t matter, I guess, because I’m now 
having to – English is just a world-renowned language. 
Everyone speaks English in every country; and 
Nepalese they only speak it in one or two countries, so 
I think there’s no point at the moment learning how to 
speak it now.  
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Pedagogical Borders 
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 Classroom Literacy Events 

¨  Researcher: Do they ever share what it’s like from their 
perspective, in their own country when you’re talking about a 
book? 

¨  Mainstream Teacher 5: I don’t think I’ve ever invited it, to be 
quite honest. 

________________________________________ 
Cultural Isolation: 
 
¨  Mainstream Teacher 11: If I say the word hell what image 

appears in your head? 
 

¨  Pupil: Margaret Thatcher 
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Identities 

¨  Who owns the literacies in our classrooms? 
 
¨  Do our classroom practices allow pupils and teachers to navigate their 

identities - through transcultural participation in a wide range of texts 
and culturally sustaining pedagogies?  

¨  Fostering linguistic and cultural flexibility has become an educational 
imperative (Paris and Alim, 2012). 

¨  Teachers become Border Crossers – they inhabit other cultures 
 

We need:  Literacies that travel 
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Literacies that Travel: 

¤  implement a critical approach – explores concepts of 
power, voice, social class and dialogue, etc. 

 
¤ actively challenge the monolingual and monocultural 

assumptions that underpin literacy practices 
 
¤ are culturally responsive - where teachers are students of 

their pupils’ communities. Practice is relationship based. 
 
¤  recognise students’ cultural assets and repertoires and 

specifically seek out what these are for the benefit of all 
students. 
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Literacies that Travel(contd):  

¤  ground students in the context being studied 
 
¤  take geographical histories and biographies into account 
 
¤  consider aspects of ‘belonging’ and ‘othering’ 
 
¤  do not turn a blind eye to issues of racism and oppression in 

texts –they actively seek out such discussions. 
 
¤  recognise and actively recruit the use of other languages to 

engage in literacy practices. 
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Janks, 2014 



Mobility raises critical questions 

¨  Who can move and who 
can’t? 

¨  How far can they go? 
¨  Where can they go? 
¨  Can they come back? 
¨  How do they get to their 

destination? 
¨  Is there a destination? 
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(Janks, 2014) 
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Literacies that Travel 

Name: ______________________________________________ 
 Status: ______________________________________________ 

1.  Does you location affect where you can go?  YES    /   NO 
         How?  
2.   What do you need to know in order to travel?   
         Do you have this knowledge?   YES  / NO 
3.  Do you need documentation?    YES  / NO 
          If YES, what documentation do you need?  Do you have it?  Can you get    
      it? 
4.  How will you get to your destination?  
5.  What can you do at your destination? 
6.  What will happen to you when you reach your destination? 
7.  Where will you stay?                                                                (Janks, 2014) 
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Thank you for Listening 
 

Do you have any questions/
comments? 


