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Welcome!



Learning Intentions

• What the strategy called ‘substitution tables’ is

• Different types of substitution tables

• How to differentiate substitution tables for learners with 

EAL at different levels of English language acquisition

To improve my understanding of:

1.4



Potential impact

• Have understanding of the rationale behind the use of 

substitution tables as a strategy

• Be able use a variety of substitution tables for the 

benefit of EAL learners

• Be able to produce substitution tables in a time-efficient 

manner

1.5

By the end of the session, you should be able to: 



Substitution tables

• A way for learners to practise target language

• A strategy supporting the development of specific grammatical 

features within the context of the curriculum, e.g. Past Simple 

tense in History or Passive Voice in Science

What are they?
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More guidance online at EAL Nexus Great Ideas pages

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/teachers/great-ideas-pages


Substitution tables

• Tables providing model sentences with a range 

of choices for learners to select from

• A very useful scaffolding resource extending the 

speaking or writing skills of EAL learners

• A way of reinforcing newly acquired language

What are they?

1.4

More guidance online at EAL Nexus Great Ideas pages

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/teachers/great-ideas-pages


Effective substitution tables

Using Resource 1

Discuss with a partner:

What are some of the features of effective substitution 

tables?

E.g. clear focus on vocabulary



Effective substitution tables

1. Contain clear focus on an element of the English language 

(e.g. vocabulary or grammar)

2. Tightly linked to an aspect of mainstream curriculum

3. Help to develop English language output skills through 

Vygotskian Proximal Development (ZPD)

4. Allow learners to produce several sentences from one table



Ineffective substitution tables

Using Resource 1

Discuss with a partner:

What are some of the features of ineffective substitution 

tables?

E.g. a focus on English language that is unclear to pupils



Ineffective substitution tables

1. No focus on English language or one that is unclear to 

learners

2. Not linking to mainstream curriculum; focusing on language 

detached from school requirements

3. Not challenging learners to operate within the proximal 

development

4. Allow learners to produce only a few sentences; a.k.a. 

teacher did more work than the learners



Type 1: Tightly controlled

History

1.4
More resources online at EAL Nexus website

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/


Type 1: Tightly controlled

English

1.4
More resources online at EAL Nexus website

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/


Type 2a: Language choices

Science

1.4
More resources online at EAL Nexus website

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/


Type 2b: Language choices

English
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More resources online at EAL Nexus website

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/


Type 2b: Language choices

English
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More resources online at EAL Nexus website

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/


Type 3: Image-based language questions

Science

1.4
More resources online at EAL Nexus website

https://ealresources.bell-foundation.org.uk/


Differentiating for language 

complexity

1. Look at the substitution table below.

2. Work in pairs.

3.Discuss ways in which this substitution table could be altered to 

use (and teach) more complex language structures?



Sequence 1: Text + image questions
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Sequence 1: Text + image 

questions + complex language

You CAN’T use the following words in your sentences: 

MADE, FLOWN, STUDIED  

______

______

______



Sequence 2: Grammar-guided text 
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Sequence 2: Text with language choices
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Sequence 2: Text with language choices 

+ more complex language
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Sequence 3: Text with language choices

1.4



Sequence 3: Text with language focus 

gaps (word list)
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Sequence 3: Text with complex language 

focus gaps (cloze, no word list)
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1. Choose one text of the four from Resource 3.

2. Design a sequence of three substitution tables for:

1.A beginner learner

2.An intermediate learner

3.An advanced learner

3. Your substitution tables should:

1.Have an English language focus/target

2.Link to the curriculum

3.Allow for the creation of a number of sentences

Substitution table activity

In groups create a sequence of 3 substitution tables

Choose a speaker to feed back at the conclusion of this activity



1. Is this strategy likely to work for you in your particular context?

2. How easy (or not!) and time-consuming (or not!) would 
differentiating in this way be?

3. Are there certain types of texts that work better with this strategy 
than the others?

4. Do you believe this strategy would help in allowing EAL learners 
to develop their language and express their knowledge in 
English? Why? Why not?

5. Would you like to hear more from The Bell Foundation about our 
free resources?

Let’s reflect

In groups, consider the following questions:



1. On a post-it note write:

• I have learnt ...

• I’m going to …

2. Please share with the group

What will you take away from this session?



Thank you


